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unless you are attacked yourself; defend your country; be not dis-
agreeable to servants nor be familiar with them; conceal the faults of
your neighbors because that may happen to you yourself.
Certainly he was a very fluent young politician.
Girls, on the whole, appear to excel boys in early language
development. They have a larger vocabulary; they begin
to use longer and more complex sentences earlier than boys;
they ask more questions about names and places and social
rules. At the age of two, but not consistently thereafter,
girls were found to make fewer grammatical errors than
boys, and to have a smaller percentage of speech disorders.
After six years of age the language superiority of girls is not
so evident. In fact, several reports show that boys exceed
girls in extent of total vocabulary after the age of six or
seven years.
MENTAL   DEVELOPMENT
Understanding, judgment, insight, intellect, and the intelligence
... the well that supplies these sovereign waters is at the world's
end where the fairies that attend a child's cradle reside. We can
do much by use and practice, but cannot, it seems, increase our own
private supply.20
Intelligent behavior, as the above quotation suggests, im-
plies first of all an inherited nervous structure. The quality
of brain and nerves and the muscular mechanism of response
are the basis of intelligent behavior. More specific aspects
are the ability to perceive relationships, to remember, and
to mobilize one's mental energy in solving particular prob-
lems.
Children's Concepts. — Preschool children's ideas of the
world of man and nature grow as they gain increasing ability
to perceive relationships between things and acts, ante-
cedents and consequences of events. It is difficult to study
the concepts of young children because they may exist in
the child's mind unverbalized, or in different degrees of
perfection, or in a form quite different from the meaning
20 Walter de la Mare, Early One Morning in the Spring, p. 40.   New York:
The MacmiUan Company, 1935.

